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Grandfather Past 

arrives at the family gathering.  

His grandson Craig 

 is already waiting for him. 

	Craig:

Grandpa: 
	Oh, Grandpa: where were you?

You know I’m not as fast as you.

I was at home and then 

I remembered the party.  

When I was young, 

I never forgot anything. 

But nowadays I forget things.
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errinern

	Craig:


	Tell me about the way things were when you were young.


	

	Grandpa: 
	Well if you want to ask me 

questions about the past 

you will need my robot DID.
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	Craig:


	Why can’t I just use the Past Tense?  

You know, the time you like the best.


	

	Grandpa:
	Well, you just have to use my friend DID and the base form for all questions and negations.
	

	The robot DID makes a beeping sound whenever he is needed. (You could use a bicycle bell or some electronic sound.)


	

	Craig:


	Grown-ups always do that.  

They make you do things and 

they can’t tell you why you have to do it.  

But I like your helper DID.


	

	Grandpa:


	The good thing about my helper DID

is that he always brings the base form 

of the verb along.


	

	Craig
	I don’t get it.
	

	Grandpa:
	Look here is an example. 

I tell you that we played different games when I was young. 

You want to know what kind of games. 

DID shows you the base form “play” and now you can ask the correct question.


	Frage

	“Beep!” The robot DID shows a card with the word “play”.


	

	Craig:


	Oh; I see.  Now I can ask, 

what games did you play?


	

	Grandpa:
	That’s it. In the answer, I use the past tense. 

I can tell you, we played hiding games 

in the woods.
	

	Craig goes over to the robot and the robot beeps and shows

 him “live”.                                     


	

	Craig:


	Where did you live?


	

	Grandpa:
	Well, we lived out in the country when I was a child.


	auf dem Land

	Craig:


	What about was and were?


	

	Grandpa: 
	Well good thing you asked because 

you know how important the family TO BE is.  TO BE is so strong that 

you don’t need my helper DID. 

You simply use was and were.
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	Craig:


	So it’s OK for me to ask if you 

were allowed to play with your Gameboy 

at parties.
	

	Junior shows Grandpa his Gameboy.


	

	Grandpa:
	There were no Gameboys 

or other computer games when I was a boy.


	

	Craig:

 
	I bet you watched TV a lot in the old days.


	

	Grandpa:
	Nobody had a TV until about 1955.


	

	Junior goes over to the robot, it beeps and shows him “have”.


	

	Craig:


	You didn’t have a TV when you were a boy?
	

	“Beep!”- shows “do”


	

	Craig:
	What did you do all day?
	

	Grandpa: 
	Well, we worked a lot more than kids today, but I’m glad those days are over and 

kids can spend their time just being kids.  

And now to your birthday present.

That’s right DID is my present for you.


	

	DID beeps and all his signals light up.


	

	Craig:


	Thank you, Grandpa!  You’re the greatest.

I knew that you were a hobby inventor, but 

I never thought, you could build a robot! 


	Erfinder

	Grandpa:
	Well, even though we didn’t have a TV and 

all kinds of electrical gadgets, 

we had lots of fun in our workshops 

inventing things.

Happy Birthday, Craig!
	elektronische Geräte

Werkstätte
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	English
	German
	English
	German

	remember
	errinern
	question
	Frage

	inventor
	Erfinder
	electrical gadget
	elektronisches Gerät

	workshop
	Werkstatt
	in the country
	auf dem Land
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