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Past Perfect Tense 
          Memories are made of this

	Grandpa Steven and Grandma Helen Appleton are on their way home, sitting in their car and talking over the afternoon and thinking back to the days when they were young.


	

	Grandma:
	This has been a nice afternoon with our 

children and grandchildren.
	Enkel

	
	
	

	Grandpa:
	Yes, it was quite nice.
	

	
	
	

	Grandma:
	(after some silence) 

Dear, …
	Stille

Schatz

	
	
	

	Grandpa:
	Yes, what is it?
	was ist los

	
	
	

	Grandma:
	Can you remember 

when we were young?
	dich erinnern

	
	When we met the first time? 

I remember it so well.

I saw you and thought, 

“Who is that good-looking boy?” 

After you had looked at me 

for the first time, my face 

suddenly turned red.

You never realized that actually

I had been watching YOU 

for more than 5 minutes!

You had been talking to Rita 

and had been explaining 
something about physics to her.

Actually she wasn’t interested in physics!

She was interested in you!!

She had  asked you about physics

because she had wanted to attract 

your attention!  AND she had succeeded! 

After she had left,

I took my courage in both hands 
and went over to you ….
	rot werden

bemerken

had + been + -ing

erklären

Physik

Eigentlich

had + 3rd form
deine Aufmerksamkeit auf sich ziehen

hatte Erfolg gehabt

nahm all meinen Mut  zusammen

	
	
	

	Grandpa:
	(laughing)
	

	
	Yes and when you finally had 

the courage to speak to me and 

ask me about our final exams,

I got scared! I had  always been 
interested in you. And now you

had actually spoken  to me!

I didn’t know how to react
and I said the silliest thing!

I told you to go to Peter and to ask him. 


	schließlich

Abschlussprüfungen

bekam Angst

reagieren

dümmste

	
	As soon as the words had come
out of my mouth, I regretted them!

It took me three more months 

to find another chance to speak to you.

We were in the chemistry lab and 

you had forgotten your books on 

my desk.
	bedauerte

Ich brauchte

noch eine

Chemielabor

	
	
	

	Grandma:
	(she laughs)

Do you really think so? 
	

	
	
	

	Grandpa:
	What do you mean?
	meinen

	
	
	

	Grandma:
	Do you actually believe that 

I had forgotten my books that day? …

One thing I will never forget

is our first date.

You had walked me home from school several times and finally you had asked 

me to go to a party with you two weeks later.

Finally the big day came.

And all my preparations 

the week before were worthwhile!

I had met all my friends to ask 

for their advice on what to wear. 

It had taken me three afternoons 

to figure out which dress it should be.

After three more afternoons 

I had finally found the matching shoes. 

I had been really nervous before you came because I hadn’t had a real date before. 

It had taken me the whole afternoon 

just to comb my hair properly. 

(laughing) 

How different it is today!

Miranda would just ring up all her friends and within three hours she would 

know everything about the boy.

She would dye her hair 

and buy new shoes.

She knows so much more than I did!

We were so naïve back in those days.

I thought you could get pregnant
by kissing a boy! 

(laughing again)
	glauben

Verabredung

mehrere Male

Vorbereitungen

lohnend

Rat

herausfinden

passend

nervös

wirklich

ganz

proper(ly) = richtig

innerhalb

färben

einfältig, naiv

schwanger



	
	
	

	Grandpa:
	Yes, but are they happier? 

When we went for a walk in the woods 

and wanted to show our love to each other, I took out my pocket knife and 

carved a heart with our initials 

into the biggest tree.

Every time we passed by later,

we looked for our hidden heart 

and remembered the day 

we had carved it. 

That made us happy!

Young people today have 

the same feelings we had. 

But they aren’t as romantic nowadays.


	Taschenmesser

Schnitzen / Anfangsbuchstaben

später vorbeikommen

versteckt

die gleichen Gefühle

heutzutage

	
	By the way, I have always 

wanted to ask you --  what happened that morning after I had sent you to Peter to find out about the exam?
	Nebenbei bemerkt

geschah

	
	
	

	Grandma:
	(calling out)

Watch out, dear, a fox!
	Pass auf

	
	
	

	Grandpa:
	(stepping on the brake at once) 

Where? I don’t see a fox?!
	auf die Bremse treten

Fuchs

	
	
	

	Grandma:
	Oh, I guess it was just a shadow!
	Schätzen / Schatten

	
	
	

	Grandpa:
	What were we talking about before?
	

	
	
	

	Grandma:
	Oh nothing important, …

just about our children and 

how generous parents are nowadays. 

But we should stop talking so much 

so that you can concentrate 

on your driving now, dear. 

It’s dark and you need to pay attention.

Let’s turn on the radio and 

listen to some music.
	nichts Wichtiges

großzügig

sich konzentrieren auf

aufpassen müssen
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	English
	German
	English
	German

	memories
	Erinnerungen
	realize
	bemerken

	made of this
	daraus gemacht
	explain
	erklären

	talk over
	reden über
	physics
	Physik

	think back
	zurückdenken
	actually
	eigentlich

	young
	jung
	interested in
	interessiert an

	grandchildren
	Enkel
	attract your 
	Seine Aufmerk=

	silence
	Stille
	attention
	samkeit auf sich

	Dear
	Schatz, Mein Lieber
	
	ziehen

	
	Meine Liebe
	succeed
	Erfolg haben

	What is it? 
	Was ist los?
	take all my
	all meinen Mut

	remember
	sich erinnern an
	courage in both
	zusammennehmen

	the first time
	das erste Mal
	hands
	

	good-looking
	gutaussehend
	finally
	schließlich, 

	face
	Gesicht
	
	(schluss)endlich

	suddenly
	plötzlich
	final exam
	Abschlussprüfung

	turn red
	rot werden
	get scared
	Angst bekommen
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	English
	German
	English
	German

	react
	reagieren
	wear
	tragen (Kleidung)

	silliest
	dümmste
	figure out
	herausfinden

	mouth
	Mund
	dress
	Kleid

	regret
	bedauern
	matching
	passend

	it took me
	Ich brauchte
	nervous
	nervös

	another
	noch eine
	real
	wirklich

	chemistry lab
	Chemielabor
	whole
	ganz

	mean
	meinen
	comb
	kämmen

	believe
	glauben
	my hair
	meine Haare

	date
	Verabredung
	properly
	Richtig, passend

	several times
	mehrere Male
	different
	anders, verschie=

	preparations
	Vorbereitungen
	
	den, unterschiedlich

	worthwile
	lohnend
	would
	würde

	advice
	Rat
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	English
	German
	English
	German

	within
	innerhalb
	nowadays
	heutzutage

	dye
	färben
	by the way
	nebenbei bemerkt

	naïve
	einfältig, naive
	happen
	geschehen

	in those days
	In jenen Tagen
	Watch out!
	Pass auf!

	pregnant
	schwanger
	fox
	Fuchs

	in the woods
	in den Wald
	step on the brake
	Auf die Bremse 

	each other
	einander
	
	Treten/ steigen 

	pocket knife
	Taschenmesser
	at once
	sofort

	carve
	schnitzen
	guess
	hier: schätzen

	heart
	Herz
	shadow
	Schatten

	initial
	Anfangsbuchstabe
	nothing important
	nichts Wichtiges

	pass by
	vorbeikommen
	generous
	großzügig

	later
	später
	parents
	Eltern

	look for
	suchen
	concentrate on
	sich auf’s Fahren

	hidden
	versteckt
	driving
	konzentrieren

	the same 
	die gleichen 
	need to pay
	aufpassen müssen

	feelings
	Gefühle
	attention
	

	romantic
	romantisch
	turn on
	einschalten
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