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Das Leben Prinzessin Dianas


	It is summer 2001 – 40 years after Princess Diana was born and four years after her death.

A tourist takes a train to Northampton – about one hour from London – and then a double decker bus for the short journey to Althorp Park.

Althorp has been the stately home of the Earls of Spencer for hundreds of years. When Diana was a child, it was her grandfather’s house, later her father’s and now it belongs to her brother,

Charles Spencer. 

In Althorp’s souvenir shop, our Austrian tourist meets Diana’s brother who is signing his books.



	Tourist:
	Excuse me, 

I’m a visitor from Vienna and

I’ve got a few questions. Is Althorp Park

always open to tourists?
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    a stately home

	Brother: 
	It opens every year from the 1st of July –

Diana’s birthday – until the 31st of August, the day 

when she died.


	
     

	Tourist:
	Did Diana ever go to Austria, and

have you been there?


	

	Brother:
	Diana enjoyed her winter skiing holidays with her sons

in Lech am Arlberg several times, and 

she went to Vienna with Prince Charles once. 

I’ve also been to Vienna and to Lech –

but not for skiing; I made a documentary film there.
	

	Then the Austrian tourist enjoys walking round Althorp House and round the visitor’s centre: the former stables of Althorp Park were changed into a museum which brings back Diana’s life.

Diana Spencer, third daughter of Lord and Lady Spencer, was born on the 1st of July 1961.

Her brother remembers:



	Brother:
	My sister and I were very close from an early age. We used to do everything together.
	

	In 1975 Diana’s grandfather died. Diana’s father inherited

Althorp House and the title “Earl Spencer”.

14-year-old Diana was running along the corridor shouting
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charity =

organization which helps

people in need

 

	Diana:
	I am a Lady. I am Lady Diana now.
	

	A few years later Diana met prince Charles at Sandringham

where they were both living at that time.

They believed they were in love.

In February 1981 the British Press made it public that Prince Charles would marry Lady Diana Spencer, the future princess of Wales.

Later Princess Diana said about her wedding day.


	

	Diana:
	I remember it so well, my wedding day

and I was nervous but it still was

the happiest day of my life.

It was in St.Paul’s Cathedral and I remember thinking

….. only princes, princesses, kings and queens 

are married here.

I remember when Charles put the ring on my finger.

All the guests said that I looked so quiet and shy.
	

	Diana, Princess of Wales, had her first son William in 1982 and her second Henry followed 2 years later in 1984. In Great Britain the two 

are known more commonly as, Wills and Harry.

The marriage between Charles and Diana was often problematic.

Diana hid herself away but she started helping lots of

British and world charities.

She met lepers with Mother Theresia, starving children in Africa and

Aids victims in San Francisco.

Charles and Diana separated in 1992 and finally divorced in 1996.

Princess Diana once said:


	

	Diana:
	After Charles and I separated 

I had more freedom and enjoyed my life 

meeting famous and interesting people 

like Elton John and Paul Mc Cartney. 

I played a lot of sport and worked for charities.

When I did my BBC interview in 1995 I didn’t want to hurt

anyone I just wanted to tell the truth

about my unhappy marriage.

	


	Ever since 1981 when Diana became famous she was followed by

the national and international press. These newspaper people and 

TV camerapeople always wanted to take photographs.

Unfortunately they became ruder and harder during the years 

to get money for stories and pictures of Diana. You might know the Italian word for these people, “Paparazzi”.


	



	Brother:
	The “Paparazzi” made Diana very unhappy 

and did all kinds of things to get a personal or

private photo of her. She sometimes used to cry and

stay at home as they even followed her to the fitness club.
	

	After Diana’s marriage ended in August 1996 she was a rich woman with

₤ 17 million. She started a new life and began to enjoy herself again.

She still did her charity work and even found a new cause – landmines.


	

	Brother:
	Diana came to visit me in South Africa in March 1997. She got away from the “Paparazzi”. 

She was very happy in July 1997 as she had a new boyfriend called Dodi. 

But the “Paparazzi” began to follow her again. 

They were in Paris on the 30th of August. After Diana and Dodi left the Ritz Hotel a group of photographers chased them in their car.

The cars were going too fast 

when the tragic accident happened which killed Diana.

I was in South Africa at the time and 

I just couldn’t believe the news at first. It was very sad 

for me and my family but we were moved by all the people

who sent us cards and flowers.
	

	On the 6th of September 1997, after Elton John’s song 

“Candle in the wind”, Diana’s brother, Charles Spencer, made 

a wonderful speech –or tribute – in memory of his dead sister in 

London’s famous Westminster Abbey.


	

	Brother:
	Diana was the essence of compassion, of duty, 

of style, of beauty. Today is our chance to say thank you 

for the way you brightened our lives. Your greatest gift was your intuition. And with this intuition you helped 

the people suffering from AIDS and HIV and 

the homeless, and you fought against 

the destruction of landmines.
	compassion = Mitgefühl

duty             = Pflichtgefühl

to brighten   = aufheitern

gift               = Begabung
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vulnerable = ungeschützt

destiny = Schicksal

distress = Verzweiflung

	When tourists visit Althorp today, they cannot go to Diana’s grave

on the island in the middle of the small lake in Althorp Park. Only 

Diana’s family and good friends can row to her grave in a rowing boat.
But on their way around the small lake the tourists will pass 

a little Diana temple where they can think of her and leave flowers.

A temple for Diana, the Princess of Wales, like a Diana Temple  in

Ancient Greece.

That’s right?. And we must believe Diana’s brother had this idea 
on purpose because in his tribute in Westminster Abbey he also said:


	

	Brother:
	Perhaps the greatest of all the ironies about Diana was this:

that a girl was given the name of 

the ancient goddess of hunting 
was the most hunted person of modern age.


	

	Engraved in the little Diana temple in Althorp Park we can read

two quotations – one by Diana and one by her brother. Diana once said about her charities:


	

	Diana:
	Nothing brings me more happiness than trying to help

the most vulnerable people. It is an important part of my life,

a kind of destiny: whoever is in distress  can call on me. 

I will come wherever they are.
	

	Diana lives on – not only in her sons William and Harry, in the hearts of millions of people in Britain and across the world, but also 

in the many charities of Princess Diana Memorial Fund, which tries 

to help the most disadvantaged people in our world. In Althorp

Charles Spencer tries to keep Diana’s memory according to his 

last sentence of his speech in Westminster Abbey.
	

	Brother:
	We give thanks for the life of a woman I am so proud 

to be able to call my sister: the unique, the complex, 

the extraordinary Diana whose beauty – both

internal and external - will never be extinguished from our minds.
	           unique 

      extraordinary 

           internal

          external

	journey
	Reise

	to belong to
	jemandem gehören

	stables 
	Stallungen

	to inherit
	erben

	to be in love
	verliebt sein

	Earl
	Graf

	to make something public
	etwas bekannt machen

	charity
	Wohltätigkeitsverein

	lepers
	Leprakranke

	to separate
	sich trennen

	to divorce
	eine Ehe scheiden

	wedding
	Hochzeit

	marriage
	Ehe

	used to
	pflegte zu

	tribute 
	Trauerrede, Nachruf

	compassion
	Mitgefühl

	duty
	Pflicht, Pflichtgefühl

	to brighten
	erhellen, aufheitern

	gift
	Begabung, Talent

	intuition
	Eingabe, Intuition

	to suffer from something
	unter etwas leiden

	the homeless
	Obdachlose

	grave
	Grab

	to row
	rudern 

	rowing boat
	Ruderboot

	on purpose
	mit Absicht

	Goddess of hunting
	Göttin der Jagd

	engraved
	eingraviert, eingemeißelt

	vulnerable
	ungeschützt 

	destiny
	Schicksal

	distress
	Verzweiflung

	unique
	einzigartig 

	extraordinary
	außerordentlich 

	external
	äußerlich 

	internal
	innerlich 

	to extinguish
	auslöschen 


