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	Once upon a time –long, long ago in the year 1756—

a little boy was born in Salzburg. His full name was 

Johannes Chrysostomus Wolfgangus Theophilus Mozart. 

But most of his friends called him “das Wolfgangerl”. 

His mother called him “Wolferl” and the world knows him 

as Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.

Wolferl, the little boy in Salzburg, was a child prodigy, 

a genius and he became one of the most famous composers 

in the world.


	

	He lived with his father, Leopold, his mother, Anna Maria,

and his big sister, Nannerl. Actually there were 7 children 

in his family, but 5 of his brothers and sisters died as babies. 

Back in those days, in the 1700s, the doctors didn’t know 

as much as they know today. So many babies died and people 

didn’t live to be as old as they do today. 

Mozart died when he was only 35 in 1791.


	

	Wolferl grew up in a very musical family. 

His father was a music teacher and he taught Nannerl, 

Wolfgang’s big sister, to play the piano. 

Wolfgang always watched during Nannerl’s piano lessons. 

And when he was only 3 years old, he started to play the piano too! When he was 4, he started composing short pieces and before he was even 6 years old, he gave his first public performances in Salzburg! 

Everyone who listened to him play realized that little Wolfgang was a child genius!

Back in those days children often had to work to earn money and help their families. Many children worked long hours in coal mines or factories. Wolfgang’s father, Leopold, organized long trips to Munich, Paris, London, Vienna and other places for Wolfgang to play for royalty and the public. He always wore fine barock clothes and a white wig, which was in fashion in those days, for these performances. Once in 1762 he even played for the Empress Maria Theresia at Schönbrunn in Vienna. After he finished playing his compositions, he sat on her lap and gave her a big kiss!


	

	Have you ever been to Salzburg?

It is a beautiful old Austrian city. Today you can drive in your car from Vienna to Salzburg in about 3 hours. But in the time when Wolferl lived there it took 4 days to get to Vienna in a coach pulled over bumpy roads by horses. 

Because Mozart spent so much time traveling from one concert to the next, he never went to school. But he still learned to read and write. He learned that while sitting in the coach on his many trips. And later when he was grown up, he composed music while he was traveling. The older Mozart got, the more magnificent his music became. He composed more than 600 pieces, which are famous throughout the world today. 

Some of his most famous compositions are “Die kleine Nachtmusik” and the operas “Don Giovanni” and “Die Zauberflöte”. 

Mozart had a good sense of humor. But sometimes he was cranky. Once, while he was composing “Die Zauberflöte”,  he felt angry because he had hit his finger with a hammer that morning. So he made one aria which a character in the opera, the Queen of the Night, sings very, very difficult. Sopranos have great problems singing this aria because it has such high notes. And the reason for this is because Mozart was in a bad mood the day he composed it!

 
	

	When Mozart was 26 years old, he married Constanze Weber. They had a very happy marriage and they had two sons. Mozart was a genius and the melodies he composed were marvelous. But he wasn’t a very good businessman. He couldn’t earn enough money for his family to live on. When he was 35 he died of a fatal disease and was as poor as a beggar. He was buried in a poor man’s grave and they say that no one followed the wagon which took his casket to the cemetery. But his music is glorious and it still lives today.


	


INTERVIEW WITH MOZART

	There is a knock on the door. 

Mozart enters the room.


	

	Interviewer:
	Girls and boys,

Today we have a special guest.

May I introduce Mr. Mozart?

Welcome to our class, Mr. Mozart.

May I ask you a few questions?


	

	Mozart:
	Yes, of course.

What would you like to know?


	

	Interviewer:
	Where were you born, Mr. Mozart?


	

	Mozart:
	I was born about 250 years ago.

In Salzburg. 

Actually my birthday is January 27, 1756.


	

	Interviewer:
	Do you have any brothers and sisters?


	

	Mozart:
	Yes, I have one sister named Maria Anna.

We called her Nannerl and

she was an excellent pianist.

My other 5 brothers and sisters

died very young.


	

	Interviewer:
	Could you tell us your full name?


	

	Mozart:
	Yes, of course.

My name is Johannes Chrysostomus Wolfgangus Theophilus Mozart.


	

	Interviewer:
	Why are you called Amadeus?


	

	Mozart:
	That is a very good question.

I don’t know.

I only know that Amadeus is the Latin word 

for Theophilus.


	

	Interviewer:
	People often speak of you 

as a child prodigy or genius. 

Why?


	

	Mozart:
	Before I was 4 I could play 

the piano and the violin. 

My father, Nannerl and I 

went on our first concert trip 

when I was only 6.


	

	Interviewer:
	That must have been an interesting experience.


	

	Mozart:
	Yes, it was.

I played for kings and princes.


	

	Interviewer:
	But that doesn’t really explain

why they called you a child prodigy.


	

	Mozart:
	True.

I had to do all kinds of tricks.

Sometimes they wanted me to play with a blindfold over my eyes, sometimes they put a cloth over my hands while I was playing, or I was allowed to hear a melody once and then I had to play it myself.


	

	Interviewer:
	Did you compose many pieces?


	

	Mozart:
	Yes, I did.

During my lifetime, I composed 626 pieces.

They are all listed in the Köchel Index.


	

	Interviewer:
	What is the Köchel Index?


	

	Mozart:
	A knight called Köchel

made a list of all my works

in the year 1862.

This list is called the Köchel Index.


	

	Interviewer:
	Were you always successful?


	

	Mozart:
	I was successful as a musician.

But I was a poor man.


	

	Interviewer:
	What is your favorite composition?


	

	Mozart:
	I like them all.

But many people like

“Die Zauberflöte” best.


	

	Interviewer:
	Thank you very much for the interview, 

Mr. Mozart.


	

	Mozart:
	You’re welcome.

It was my pleasure!


	


